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AN ENJOYABLE NOVEL 

If you must read bold revelations of the sex life of fagged moderns 
within or without marriage, if you are amusing yourself with psycho- 
analysis these days and feel abreast of your times only when deciphering 
the various complexes of book-people, thus becoming better able to ticket 
your own relatives and acquaintances, and finally if you must quiver to 
a certain amount of sentimentality like that in If Winter Comes, don't 
read Walter de la Mare's Memoirs of a Midget. 1 - H. L. Mencken is to be 
pitied, for he says he couldn't read it; thereby our growing suspicion 
that he is getting a bit cocky and cynical is confirmed again (of course, 
however, one doesn't need to carry on over every book-offering as does 
our dreadnaught William Lyon Phelps). Well, to come back to the 
Memoirs. If not sex appeal, psychoanalysis, or sentimentality, what 
then? 

Refreshing interest and wonder. Something new. 

In the first place, you wonder how the thing came about — how one 
person could so completely project himself into the life and vision of 
another, shut in by an entirely new cage of human limitations and conse- 
quently sensitized to a singular degree. You have timidly hoped that 
life was developing in you a somewhat true sympathy for others, and 
you have accredited yourself, perhaps, with appreciation for that quality 
in authors. But here you will actually marvel at the projection (it does 
seem as if Walter de la Mare must be a woman) . The life of " Miss M.," 
"one of those bodies among the smaller works of God," "minute and differ- 
ent" — one of the poor little midgets born into this world to hold their 
slender own as best they may — makes you attend with a new interest. 
You think the picture must be a true one. We hasten to assert, how- 
ever, that you will have no shrinking at the revelation (not even at the 
story of the love-life of a misshapen dwarf who is later introduced into 
the book). A bungling artisan would instantly have driven you away 
in disgust, but not so the artist Walter de la Mare. You don't think of 
Venus de Milo's lost arm. The painful reality is there, but, self-conscious 
as Miss M. was, the compensations of her life in this "world of such 
fleetingness" comfort you as do your own compensations, and the stream 

1 Memoirs of a Midget. By Walter de la Mare. New York: Alfred Knopf. 
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of pity simply doesn't well up in you. You have made a new and delight- 
ful friendship. Miss M.'s life, in her own refined English family, then 
in the home of a lower-class lodging-house keeper, Mrs. Bowater (whom 
you enjoy as you have your Mrs. Berry), then in the establishment of 
the vulgarly rich woman who takes her up, and finally back again in 
humble circumstances, where she is even driven to exhibiting herself at 
a traveling circus, appears to you to be a normal one, although all the 
time you know it is not. And wonder at the whole affair grasps you. 

But the most refreshing charm of the book may be for you the exqui- 
site phrasing; you will keep yourself from progressing very fast as you 
read, for fear you may not extract all of the pleasantness out of each line. 
"Even the doubts and misgivings that occasionally woke me in the night 
melted like dreams in the morning. Every morrow blotted out its 
yesterday — as faded flowers are flung out of a vase." " Softly as thistle- 
down the days floated into eternity." "Gradually, however, the quiet 
night received me into its peace (just as, poor soul, did the Moor Des- 
demona), and its influence stole into my darkened mind." But we can't 
give you an idea of the flowers in Paradise Valley by showing you a spray 
or two of Indian paint-brush. 

Jessie E. Sherman 

Parker High School 
Chicago 



TWO EXCELLENT STATE BULLETINS 

One evidence of the steady progress in the program for teaching 
English in secondary schools may be found in the series of courses of 
study issued periodically by state departments of education. A decade 
ago they were usually brief outlines of work to be covered; two of the 
most recent 1 run to well over a hundred pages each. The old courses 
were usually prepared more or less arbitrarily by a representative of 
the department; these new ones are the result of co-operative work by 
committees of teachers and bear evidence of reflecting the known needs 
of local schools and of being adapted to conditions as well as to ideals. 

The Maryland bulletin, as its title indicates, is designed to help 
teachers, especially those who are inadequately prepared. Although it 
contains the outlines of a complete course of study, it is not a quantita- 
tive syllabus. It is a working manual prepared by teachers of experience 
and skill who view their work sanely, respect it profoundly, and are 

1 1. The Teaching of English. Bulletin of the State Department of Education of 
Maryland, Baltimore. 2. A Course of Study in English for High Schools. State De- 
partment of Education of Kansas, Topeka. 



